
Dear business owner, 

I know you will be worried about the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19), 
and how this will affect your businesses. 

Local businesses are very important to Islington, employing thousands of 
local people, and we are doing everything we can to work out how we 
can support you in the coming weeks and months. 

We are committed to making sure you have access to the latest 
information and support available to you to help deal with the 
exceptionally challenging time. 

Advice 
The Gov.UK website provides specific information for employers and businesses, and the London 
Growth Hub and the Federation of Small Businesses has advice for small businesses. It is 
recommended to check Gov.UK regularly to ensure that you always have the most recent health 
advice. 

Support from the Government 
On the 12 and 17 March the Government announced various plans to support businesses: 

 a statutory sick pay relief package for small and medium sized enterprises 

 a 12-month business rates holiday for all retail, hospitality and leisure businesses in 
England 

 small business grant funding of £10,000 for all business in receipt of small business rate 
relief 

 grant funding of £25,000 for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses with property with 
a rateable value between £15,000 and £51,000 

 the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme to support long-term viable 
businesses who may need to respond to cash-flow pressures by seeking additional 
finance 

 the HMRC Time To Pay Scheme 

More information can be found on the Gov.uk website and we will update you on how to 
access this support as soon as we receive this information from the Government. 

Local support 
Islington has a strong sense of community and it is heartening to receive so many offers of help 
from local businesses. We are working with voluntary organisations to establish the best way to 
support the more vulnerable members of our community, such as supporting food banks. We 
really do appreciate your support. If you are in a position to help with this, or have any other 
ideas, please email: businesssupport@islington.gov.uk  

In recognition of how much we value local businesses in Islington, we are lobbying Government 
to alleviate some of the hardship the business community is facing in these unprecedented 
times, particularly small businesses and self-employed people.  Please share with us any 
difficulties you are experiencing so that we can get an accurate picture of how businesses are 
affected in Islington. You can email businesssupport@islington.gov.uk 

We will continue to update you with the latest information, guidance and support available. I 
wish you, your employees and your families all the best as we work through this challenging 
time together. 

 Cllr Richard Watts 
Leader of Islington Council 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/guidance-for-employers-and-businesses-on-covid-19
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